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The first case was one in which the operation had been performed for paraplegia following very acute angular curvature in the dorsal region, and in which the parts had become firmly anchylosed. There was complete motor and sensory paralysis, with spastic contraction, and absence of reflex actions. The case looked hopeless, and only from urgent pressure was the operation performed. Dr. MacEwen described the operation which resulted in the restoration of the functions of the part. The patient was shown to the Society. She could move her lower limbs freely, and she had walked a quarter of a mile that night to the place of meeting. She had complete continence of urine and faeces from the fourth day after the operation.
The second case was one of fracture of the spine by direct violence, resulting in complete motor paralysis, with incontinence of urine and faeces. The fracture was in the lower dorsal region. (There was likewise a compound fracture of the tibia.) Over the lower dorsal region there was great tumescence from extravasation of blood, which obscured the exact condition of the laminae and spinous processes. Three weeks after the injury the muscles had undergone rapid atrophy, with strong and increasing contractions, and there was no electric contractility. Towards the end of the fifth week, pressure points began to appear at various parts of the lower limbs, and the urine became thick and ammoniacal. The operation of elevating the laminae was described. Two of the laminae were found driven in on the spinal canal. The man was shown at the meeting. Nine months after operation able to walk, and move his feet and limbs freely. No 
